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Cowen says negative sentiment that has-

developed towards Ireland can be reversed

MARY MINIHAN

TAQISEACH BRIAN Cowen hac
said A ropectien of the Tashon
I'reaty would have “conose-
quenges” for Ireland.

He s5aid other European Union
member states might struzele to
wnderstand forther Irish. cesisi-
ance to the treaty, especislly oow
that guarantees on issues of comn-
vern bad bBeen securedd.

“T weould fike w0 deal with this
snggestion that rejecting Lishon
veould not have any negative conse-
quenees for Ireland,

“Certainly it would not mean we
would be thiown our af the Euaro--
pean Union, Bot that deg¢s not
mean there would oot be conse-
guenges,™ My Cowen said.

He was speaking to Fianna
Fdil's Dublin South -organization

at the Triste Management Inslitute

Lisbon voteis
your decision,

DEAGLAN de BREADUN,
Political Correspondent

TITE LISREON Treaty would
improve the ETPs capaciey to deal
with. the financial crisis,
slabatisation, elimale change and
mdyration; Buropran Comamission
vice-president Marzot Wallstrom
said i Dubilin yesterday.

Spealdng at the launch of the
néwly  founded  European
Chamber of Ireland, Ms Wall-
stroum said: | have not come to Ire-
land e lecture anyone. The decl-
sinm on how yoE viote 15 Juse that:
vour decision.”

The European Chamber repre-
sents Irish companies with strong
European links such as building
materials group CRH, which spoit-
sored alunch for the mew oreanisa-
tion at the RDS, as well as busi-
nesses from European states oper-
ating in Ireland. Parteipating
nrganigationg range Ifrom the
German-Irish  Chamber of
Industry and Comerce, Lo the
Swiss-Irish Business Assooiation,

“This Lrealy is the result of eight
yoears of prnstaking and long noego-
tations between 15 and then 27
menber siates,” s Wallsteom

saml. “It's not perfect: compro- -~

mises never are, but the reazon we
alt were prepared to inmvesl so
much time and enecgy into it was
precisely because it wonld equip
5 betor 1o deal with challenges
like the fimancial crists, like the
impact of globalisation, like cli-
eate ehange apd migration.

“It was designed to engble the
EUf to play an effective role in

these areas, winle ensuring that, at

rom tells

leeting

the same time, the demncratic con-
ol over those  desistons 15
srengihensd.”

The other 26 member states
had done “cverything possible”
address the concerns expressed by
Irish welers 1ast year, "and all wil
b watching for Inchand s decisivn
on 2nd October®™.

"My haope 15 thal the reflec-
endum will finally put an end to
our internal reform proeess so
thiat v can eoneenirats o0 fnding
cofmrmnon solutfons 1o our commuun
problems, as we have done so suc-
cessfully  during  the  cotite
post-war era,” Ms Wallstrom said.

Mistister for Foreign Aifairs
Michedl Martdn said: “It is tree
that we will not be expelled from
the ETT 6 we vale WNo, However,
there is & world of difference
between merely being in the union
and being an cilective, progceive,
influential member - the gualiny of
aurareenbership is whast counts,

" *“There will be cold comfort for
Treland i we reraim our member-
ship but.find ourselves marginal-
ised and unable L maintain the
leading part we hawve played
throughout the 36 years of our
mentbersTtyg,

*The realicy is that our place
and influence within the union will
be ‘eltanged otterly” if, sfier the
adjustmenis we have secured in -
the wake of last vyears
referendum, we are still unable to
join with the other 26, EU
members in eadpising what is a
relatively modest, pragmatic, but
necessary  reform - packsge
contained in this ireaty.

“The risk — and it is a gemine

in Sandyford vesierday. Mr Cowen.
said Ireland was payving more than
most other Furopean Union conn-
trigs [or hgrrowings on the interng-
tional money market becanse of
negative sentitment towards the
COUTILTY.

That sentiment needed To be
reversed by taking steps Lo correct

the Stare’s fnances but alse by -

demonsirating that lreland’s com-
milment Lo Burope was heyond

any doubi. “It's time to use the

- common zense that is the hall-

enark of the Brish character, o ree-
ngoise that we need Europe arld
nrw Europe neads lrefand;” he
gaid, :
“This is not about whether you
supporl or appoge e Gavern-
ment, Or AETeC or disagree with
Erian Cowen,"” Mr Cowan said.

M volers were Trustrated or’

angry about the current economic
situaton, they could exercise their
voke to sepporg the treaty and belp
Treland increase its prospects of
recovery, e said.

The Minister for Forcigo
Adfairs, Michedl Martin, said fre-

tand was responsible e inserting -

a reference to chimate chanye into
the treaty. "At gur insistence, we
put clitesete changs ind the Lisbon
Treaty. It was [reland wanted that
in and it was aceepesd_ Thank (God
e il That is, cqually alonge with
energy security, these are the hig
iszues of ehis era,” he said,

Nu one member state coul] deat
with sich iszues alone, he said.

Wi Wartin also said the treaty
would ho beneficial for Inish
workers. .

“It's Magical fo vore Mo if you
are A trade nnienist or you holicwe
inworkers® rights. There’s no logic
to it I don't say that amrogantly,”
he zaid. :

“A Yes vote. gers you the.
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Charter [of Fundamenial Bighis),
a Mo wote you have no charrer.”

ESRI eeoncemist John Fit-
grerald satd the BEurepesn Coniral
Bank had provided massive
ligpuidity and soppor fer the Trish
banking system.

“freland would ot be the Ire-
Fandg [it 5] today were it nol for
memmbership of the munetary
union,” Tie said. “Mow that we are
iTl A rmess. it has bailed us oue”

Meanwhila, Frof Brizid Laffan,
chairwgman of the Ireland for
Europe group, said Irish politicsl
partiés were “hard-wired™ to fight
elections hutl found rveferendun
campairns mere of & strugiede,

‘The chairwoman of the Women

Marget Wallstrom, EU Com mission vice-president, at the launch of the Ei.m:apean Charmber of Ireland yesterday, Photograph: Frank Miller

one — is that ‘our intermational
reputation and- -piur- standing
within the anion will be fundemen-
tally, perhaps imreparably, dam-
aged by 2 seeond No vate. 1o that

£vend, oot pactaers may well con- -

chude that it is simply not possible

to agree a st of armanpements for
the EU's future which Ireland
eoubd eridarse,” Wr Martin said,
Alse urzing support, Jack
Golden of CRH =aid: “We're
glmase cxnetly three weebs away
from one of the most fundamental

-~  ® o=,

decisions abouwt the future af Ire-
land’s relationship with oar Ero-
pean paringrs, The ootcome of
this referendum wAll have a peo-
found effect on business, emplay-
mend and, were iopecmntly, e
welbeing of fuiture generations in

this country,” be said.
The business community “can’t

. juse simply [eave it to politficians

and oihers YWe need (o show gur
support for the Lishon Treacy and
make it ¢lear thae iL i in Iretand's
brest interest to vote Yes."

for Eorape wroup, Olive Braiden,
said some women had Felt il
infoermed and left out of the debate
Tasit ear, “amd they DUowed the
Ganley quide; “When in douht vote
No'.™

The Minister for FEoropean
Affairs, Dick Hoche, and chairman
of the Tustitute of Incernational
and Eurvpcan Affairs, Breodan
Hallizan, also addressed the zath-
L1, :

Fianna Fail Seoater Ann
Ormionde, the former MEP for
Teklin Emn Byan and Shay
FBrenman, who ran unsuccessfully
i the Dublin South constituency
in the last byslectian, were wmong
thoze who attended the event,

Higgins
and union
official in
oW gver
website

RONAN MeGREEVY

A BOW over just two words has
led to 2n escalating war of wards
between  Sovinhist MEP Joe
Hizgins and a pro-Lisbon Treaty
trade union official.

Blair Horan, of the Civil Public:
and Sarvices Union and the pro-
trealy Charier Graup, said he stil]
believed that the toxt of an artice
in the Charter of Yundamental
Rishts as it was prinbed oo Me Hig-
Eins's website was put there delib-
erately to distort its meaning.

Article 82 pamaraph 2 of the
Charter of Fundamental Righis
2000 states that “rights recog-
nised by this charier which sre

_based on the comeunity treaties

ar the treaky on the Buropean
Union shall be exercised uvnder the
conditions and within the limits
defined by those treatios™.

Mr Horan said the corvect inter-
pretation of Article 52 meant that

- the rights mulingd in the charters,

particularly these in relation. o
workers' rights, cannot bé over-

rubed by anything contaimed moan .

E( treary. :

He gaid the arpicle, as pobiished
oo Mr Higgins" website, omits the
word “which’ and ipcludes the
wiard “and™, which &5 folawed by
“shall be axercized under the con-
ditions and within the limits
dafined by those troaties”.

kr Horan said the subtle
change of wording completely
changes the meaning of Article 52
to suggest that the Charter of Fun-
damental Rights, and niher chae
ters, are meaningless beeanse they
are climately suhservient to Euro-
pEan treaties, .

& furions Mr Hizgins called 2
press conference yesterday to
stare that the small pextual chanze.
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‘No’ vote ‘valid
-way' to get
rid of Cealition

B Vating Mo in the Lishon
referendumn is a "valid way™
of driving the Government

from office, an anti-treaty

group ¢laimed yasterday,
writes Eofn Burke-Kennedy.
Fhe volano.ie group said
there was a groundsyiell of

anger at the Government's

eeanomic stratagy which was
“translating into a No vote™,
It said many people saw

voting Mo as a way to ramove

the Coalltion from power and
a canvass by its supporiersin
north Dublin an Wadnezday
night focnd “the sentiment for
No" was stronper than during
the last Lishan referendurm

]

mpaign.

Tha group said this
sentiment was well-founded
as the Government's
econotnic policies wera being
undeprwritten by the European
Commission.
Launehing the votens. s
referendum campaign in
Dubtin yosterday, Kieran
Allen of the Soclallst Workers
Party, who manages the
vaieno.ie weksile, said: “Each
of the bank ballouts that have
occurred has received the

. express permisslon of the EU
Commission.”

Neutrality safe,
insists 0'Dea

B Mnlster for Defanca Willia
G'Des yvesterday insisted that
Ireland's paolicy of neutrality
has heen copperfastened by
guarantess obtained by the
Government from the ather
EU states ahead of a second
Lisbon Treaty referendum,
writes Barry Roche,

Mr O'Dea said that he could
not understand apponents of
the treaky ¢lalning that !
ratification would lead fo &
mikitarization of Europe and
an undermining of Ireland's
policy of neutrality as there
was o evidenes to suppart

such a centention,

Mr 0'Dea pointed ot on -
pael occaslon that Ireland,

- woted an an EU treaty such as
the treaties of Maastricht,
Hlea and Amsclerdam, ..
eppunents of ratification had
argued that it would lead to
“an inereased mitftarisation
of Euraps" into which Ireland
walld be drawn.

Opponents of patlflcation of

the Lisben Treaty continua to

makse the same arguments
despite the reassuranges
pivan by tha Government and
the fact that people can =ee
for themselves that the
previeus predictions
regarding milikarsation have
failed to materislise, he
claimed.



